
RESOLUTION CALLING FOR

CHARTER SCHOOL FUNDING REFORM

BY THE BOARD OF DIRECTORSOF THE

STATE COLLEGE AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT

WHEREAS,the average Pennsylvania schooldistrict spends millions of dollars in taxpayer
money annually in mandatory payments to brick-and-mortar and cyber charter schools; and these

payments are calculated in a manner whichrequiresdistricts to send more moneyto charter

schools than is needed to operate their programsandplaces a Sigaitieattt financial burden on

districts’ resources and taxpayers; and

WHEREAS,the current charter school funding formula was established in 1997 underthe state's
Charter School Law and has not been changedin the 23 years since it wasfirst created; and the
formula for regular education programsis unfair becauseit is based on a schooldistrict’s

expenditures and not what it actually costs to educate a child in the charter school; and

WHEREAS,the calculation for charter special education tuition is unfair becauseit is also based
on the special education expenditures of the school district rather than the charter school; and
although the General Assemblyrevised the special education funding formula in 2014 to more
accurately target special education resources for students identified with high, medium and low
needs, this formula was applied only to schooldistricts and not to charter schools; and

WHEREAS,becausethetuition rate calculations are based on the schooldistrict’s expenses, they
create wide discrepancies in the amountoftuition paid by different districts for the same charter
school education and result in drastic overpayments to charter schools; and these discrepancies in
tuition rates for regular education students can vary by almost $13,000 per student and by
$39,000 for special education students; and

WHEREAS,the latest data from the PA Department of Education (PDE) showsthat in 2017-18,

total charter school tuition payments (cyber and brick-and-mortar) were more than $1.8 billion,

with $519 million of that total paid by districts for tuition to cyber charter schools; and

WHEREAS,further analysis ofPDE data showsthat in 2014-15, school districts paid charter
schools more than $100 million for special education services in excess of what charter schools

reported spending on special education; and

WHEREAS,the costs of charter schools for schooldistricts continue to grow significantly each
year; and on a statewide basis are the most identified source of pressure on schooldistrict

budgets; and

WHEREAS,the State College Area School District’s charter and cyber charter school
expenditures and reimbursement revenue for the past ten years was:

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

School Year Charter School State Reimbursement Net Expenditures

Expenditure to District

2009-10 $ 3,076,032 $ 858,498 $ 2,217,534

2010-11 $ 3,569,456 $ 776,659 $ 2,792,797

2011-12 $ 3,960,052 $ ° $ 3,960,052

2012-13 $ 4,200,000 $ $ 4,200,000

2013-14 $ 5,027,349 $ $ 5,027,349

2014-15 $ 5,051,643 $ - $ 5,051,643

2015-16 $ 6,200,638 $ $ 6,200,638

2016-17 $ 5,904,490 $ $ 5,904,490

2017-18 $ 6,728,719 $ 7 $ 6,728,719

2018-19 $ 6,013,133 $ $ 6,013,133

Total $ 49,731,512 $ 1,635,157 $ 48,096,355    
WHEREAS,the need for significant charter school funding reform is urgent, and schooldistricts
are struggling to keep up with growing charters costs while providing programsandservices for
their own students.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVEDthat the State College Area School District Board of
Directors calls upon the General Assembly to a) meaningfully revise the existing flawed charter
school funding systems for regular and special education to ensure that schooldistricts and
taxpayers are no longer overpaying these schools or reimbursing for costs the charter schools do
not incur; b) avoid imposing new charter school costs on schooldistricts, and enact a two-year

moratorium on new charter schools and new charter seats should be enacted; c) allow federal

stimulus funds to flow to schooldistricts as intended by Congress; and d) reduce transportation

costs by reducing 10-mile requirement to five miles.

We, along with the Pennsylvania School Boards Association, are advocating for substantial
change.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVEDthat a copyofthis resolution be posted on the district’s website
and submitted to the elected state senators and representatives of the State College Area School
District in the General Assembly, and to the Governor of Pennsylvania.
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Adoptedthis A day of —\hano_ , 2020.

Signed, ° _—-) An, ‘
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School Board President / BodrdSecretary
Amber Concepcion LynnTressler  


